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St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 
The Birth of Our Savior 

25 December 2021      10:00 A.M. 

 

Welcome in the name of Christ the Savior!  Since Jesus 

was born to save all, all are welcome!  God’s peace be upon 

you. 

   We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.  

Our children’s activity bags in the entryway have activities 

that can help them.  We love babies in worship too because 

our Savior welcomed them.  If babies want to cry loudly, the 

Parents’ Room (just outside our worship area) and the 

Fellowship Hall (downstairs, equipped with speakers) are 

good places for children to let it all out so the rest of the 

worshipers can focus on God’s Word.  Then come back so we 

can all worship together. 

   If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the 

service will be piped wirelessly to your ears. 

   The message God proclaims in His Word is so vital for this life 

and for the next, we hope everyone will read the Bible daily at 

home, and then come back for worship again and again! 

   We would love to stay in contact with you.  If you are 

willing, fill out a ministry card with your information.  God 

bless your week.  Come hear God’s Word with us again! 
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Pre-Worship Pondering: —Martin Luther 

All praise to You, eternal God!  Now clothed in human flesh and blood. 
You took a manger for Your throne  while worlds on worlds are Yours alone. 

Once did the skies before You bow;  a virgin’s arms contain You now, 
While angels, who in You rejoice,  now listen for Your infant voice. 

O little Child, You were our guest  that weary ones in You might rest; 
Forlorn and lowly was Your birth  that we might rise to heav’n from earth. 

You came to us in darkest night  to make us children of the light. 
Like angels in the realms divine  around Your throne we, too, will shine. 

All this Your love for us has done.  By this our love for You is won. 
For this our joyful songs we raise  and shout our thanks in ceaseless praise. 

 

Worship Christ, the Newborn King! 
 

Invocation 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. [Matt 28:19, Isaiah 6:3, Luke 2:14,15] 

Congregation: Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God almighty.  

The whole world is full of His glory!  Amen. 
P:  Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to all on whom His 

favor rests. 

C:  Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has told us about! 
 

Carol Hymn #55, stanzas 1, 2 & 4 
 

Worship Dialog      from Psalm 96 

P:  Sing to the LORD, praise His name! 

C:  Proclaim His salvation day after day! 
P:  Declare His glory among the nations, 

C:  His marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
P:  For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise! 

C:  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name. 
P:  Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!” 

C:  Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad. 
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P:  They will sing before the LORD, for He comes, 

C:  He comes to judge the earth. 
P:  He will judge the world in righteousness. 

C:  and the peoples in His truth. 

P:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

C:  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end.  Amen. 

 
Carol Hymn #80 (stanzas 1,2,3) 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Almighty God, You make us glad by this annual festival of the birth 

of Your only-begotten Son, who took on flesh as Jesus.  Grant that 

we who receive Him joyfully as our Redeemer, may also receive 

Him joyfully when He returns to raise the dead and judge all people. 

C: We ask this confidently through Jesus Christ our Lord and 

Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Choir Anthems 

 
How Great Our Joy!  

While by the sheep we watched at night, glad tidings brought 

an angel bright. (Refrain)  How great our joy! Joy, joy, how 

great our joy! Joy, joy, joy!  Praise we the Lord in heav’n on 

high! Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high.  

There shall be born so he did say, in Bethlehem, a Child today. 

(Refrain) There shall the Child lie in a stall, this Child who 

shall redeem us all. (Refrain)  
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COME, FOLLOW THAT STAR 

There’s a star in the east and we must follow, 

We must follow if we want to find the love of the tiny Child. 

Follow that star, come follow that star. 

Sent from heaven above, He will change the world with His love! 

We must find Him.  We must follow that star. 

Kings and trav’lers come from afar.   

Filled with hope and wonder they are. 

Seeking ever, doubting never, led by that shining star. 

O star of wonder, star so bright, guide us through the dark of 

night. 

Now we seek Him, soon to greet Him, tiny Child of truth and 

light. 

There’s a star in the east and we must follow.  Follow that star. 

There’s a star in the east and we must follow if we want to find 

the love of the tiny, holy Child.  Come, follow that star. 

 
Christmas Day Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 52:7-10 
7How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who 

bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good 

tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God 

reigns!”  8Listen!  Your watchmen lift up their voices; together 

they shout for joy.  When the LORD returns to Zion, they will 

see it with their own eyes. 9Burst into songs of joy together, 

you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his 

people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10The LORD will lay bare 

his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of 

the earth will see the salvation of our God. 

P: My lips will shout for joy when I sing praise to you—I, whom 

you have redeemed. [Psalm 71:23] 

C: You make me glad by your deeds, O LORD; I sing 

for joy at the works of your hands. [Psalm 92:4] 
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Verse of the Day Galatians 4:4,5,7 
P: Alleluia!  Praise the Lord!  When the time had fully come, God sent 

His Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under 

law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 

C: So we are no longer slaves, but sons; and since we are 

sons, God has made us also heirs.  Alleluia! 
 

Christmas Day Epistle Lesson Hebrews 1:1-9 
1In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets 

at many times and in various ways, 2but in these last days he 

has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 

things, and through whom he made the universe. 3The Son is 

the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 

being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.  After he 

had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4So he became as much 

superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior 

to theirs. 5For to which of the angels  did God ever say,  “You 

are my Son; today I have become your Father”?  Or again, “I 

will be his Father, and he will be my Son”?  6And again, when 

God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s 

angels worship him.”  7In speaking of the angels he says, “He 

makes his angels winds, his servants flames of fire.”  8But 

about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever 

and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your 

kingdom. 9You have loved righteousness and hated 

wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your 

companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 

P:    You have heard the Word of the Lord. 

C (speaks): Thanks be to God! 
 

Carol Hymn #40 
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Christmas Day Gospel & Sermon John 1:1-14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 
3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 

made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was 

the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, but the 

darkness has not understood it. 6There came a man who was 

sent from God; his name was John. 7He came as a witness to 

testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might 

believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a 

witness to the light.  9The true light that gives light to every 

man was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and 

though the world was made through him, the world did not 

recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his 

own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to 

those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become  

children of God— 13children born not of natural descent, nor 

of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14The 

Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We 

have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

No Misconceptions 
 

Carol Hymn #67 
 

The Second Article Luther’s Explanation 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father 

from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary is 

my Lord. 

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, 

purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 

power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 

precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death. 
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All this He did that I should be His own, and live under 

Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He has risen 

from death and lives and rules eternally. 

This is most certainly true. 
 

We Bring a Thank Offering  and sing a hymn stanza 

2. My heart within is glowing, O Christ-child sweet and dear. 

I love Thee, Lord and Savior; oh, be thou ever near! 

I see Thee in a manger laid, near cattle resting unafraid; 

I see Thy deep humility and lowly bow to Thee. 
 

Carol Hymn #59 

 
Prayers of the Church for Christmas Day 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us, And lead us not 

into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 
Blessing 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with favor 

and give you peace. 

C:  Amen!  Christ was born to bless us, and we are blessed in 

Him.  Alleluia! 

 

Closing Carol Hymn #65, stanzas 3 & 4 
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May the Lord Jesus, whose birth we are celebrating, cause this to 
be our best and most Christ-centered Christmas ... so far. 
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LET’S DO IT AGAIN SOON.  We worship on Sunday at 

8:00 and 10:30 A.M.  Starting January 2 we worship every 

Sunday at 9:00 A.M. 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE  Many Christians like to close the year 

with the Word and with Holy Communion.  We are invited 

to do so at our sister church, Trinity Lincoln on County 

Road 17, just E of Hwy 63.  The service starts at 7:30 P.M.  

Pastor Cordes leads the service this year while Pastor Reich 

is away. 

For NYE at Trinity Lincoln the offering will be handled this 

way.  Trinity’s custom is that all loose cash given during special 

services goes directly toward missions.  If a St. John’s member 

puts an offering into a St. John’s Lake City envelope and/or 

makes their check payable to St. John’s Lutheran Lake City, the 

offering will come back to St. John’s Lake City.  There is no 

New Year’s Eve envelope in our box of St. John’s offering 

envelopes.  Members of St. John’s Bear Valley will also be 

invited to this “Lake City Area NYE Service.” 
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Something to Ponder in Your Heart 

“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flocks by night.” 

That was a mean job, watching flocks by night.  Common sense 
calls it low-down work, and the men who do it are regarded as 
trash.  But the Evangelist lauds the angels because they 
proclaimed their message only to shepherds watching their flock 
by night.  These were real sheepherders.  And what did they do?  
They did what real shepherds do.  They stayed in their station 
and did the work of their calling.  They were pure in heart and 
content with their work, not aspiring to be townsmen or nobles, 
nor envious of the mighty.  Next to faith this is the highest art—
to be content with the calling in which God has placed you.  I 
have not learned it yet. 

Who would have thought that men whose job was tending 
unreasoning animals would be so praised that not a bishop is 
worthy to hand them a cup of water?  It is the very devil that no 
one wants to follow the shepherds.  The married man wants to 
be without a wife, or the nobleman to be a prince.  It is: “If I 
were this!  If I were that!”  You fool!  The best job is the one 
you have.  If you are married, you cannot have a higher status.  
If you are a servant, you are in the very best position.  Be diligent 
and know that there are no greater saints on earth than servants.  
Do not say, “If I were”; say, “I am.” 

Look at the shepherds.  They were watching their flocks by 
night, and an angel came and made them apostles, prophets, and 
children of God.  Caiaphas, Herod, and the high priests were not 
deemed worthy.  I would rather be one of those shepherds than 
that the pope should make me a saint or the emperor make me a 
king. 

—Martin Luther’s Christmas Book, p. 15-16, alt. 
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VIDEO AND SOUND   Our current video and audio system was last 

overhauled in 2004.  A few components such as the projector have been 
replaced since then, but many A/V components have an expected lifespan of 
only 5 years.  Most of our video components and wiring have been working for 
at least 17 years and our audio components and wiring for perhaps 40 years—
God has been good to us!  Now that our electrical system was fully grounded 
earlier this year, and especially since the buzz/hum in our audio has gotten 
noticeably worse this fall,   it would be wise to complete the upgrade we’ve 
been talking about for many years.  Two consultants have been engaged for St. 
John’s.  We hope to receive a proposal from each as soon as feasible.  Thanks 
to everyone who has contributed to the “Video Fund” in anticipation of these 
needed improvements.  We will likely spend all that and more.  Watch here for 

more info.  [Dec update: Baby steps are being made.  We now know 
that upgrading our cameras will require us to upgrade some of our 
broadcasting equipment.  HBC will upgrade their components, but St. 
John’s and Bethany and all the other churches who broadcast on 
channel 18/13 will be asked to help with the components that are 
not HBC’s responsibility.   Donors may always direct their offerings 
toward a particular part of our gospel ministry.  But please be aware 
that redirecting regular offerings away from our general ministry 
expenses toward special projects like the Video Fund actually 
weakens our gospel ministry.  Our Administrative Board recommends 
that offerings given toward the Video Fund be over and above our 
regular offerings] 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 
December 25, 2021 

 

Minister: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Pianist: Sandi Rodman                    Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross 
Flower Committee for December:  Kathleen Burfeind, Bonnie Fuhrman, Phyllis Thiel 
This week’s ushers: (10:00) Al & Miriam Holtan 
Sunday’s ushers: (8:00) Jim & Marcia Sprout; (10:30) Jeff & Ruth Lee 
Teachers in our LES 
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK-4 
 Miss Allison Hofland, Gr. K Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. 1-2 Mrs. Donna Kronebusch, PK-3 


